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SUB J : THAI-LAO BORDER CLASH 

FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION BANGKOK INFO VIENTIANE CHIANG MAI 
MACTHAI BANGKOK DET II JUSMAG KORAT 17AD UDORN FM UDORN 
NOV 19 RPTD FOR YOUR INFO: 

UDORN 1770 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR. TH. LA 

SUBJECT: THAI-LAO BORDER CLASH 

REF: UDORN 1757 

1. A MORE COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF THE THAI-LAO BORDER CLASH FOLLOWS, 
PICED TOGETHER BY POLITICAL ASSISTANT PONGKASET SUWANNAKOON 
WHO SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY NOV 18 IN AND AROUND THA BO, 
NONGKHAI. THE INFORMATION IS AS OF 1700 NOV 18. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 24314 190653Z 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

2. ABOUT NOON ON NOV 17 A THAI NAVY PATROL BOAT WAS TRAVELING 
DOWNSTREAM BETWEEN THA BO AND NONGKHAI TOWNS. AS IT PASSED 
BETWEEN AN ISLAND AND THE LAO BANK NEAR BAN THA MAJEUNG 

(TE 5071) THREE LAO "STEEL" BOATS OPENED FIRE ON THE THAI BOAT, 

SERIOUSLY DAMAGING IT. THE THAI BOAT RAN AGROUND ON THE FAR 
SIDE OF THE ISLAND. FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS FIRING CONTINUED 
BETWEEN THE THAI BOAT AND THE LAO BOATS, WHICH RECEIVED HELP 
FROM FIRING POSITIONS ON THE LAO BANK. 

3. A THAI NAVY BOAT FROM NONGKHAI SET OUT TO ASSIST THE FIRST 
BOAT BUT WAS TURNED BACK BY FIRE FROM THE LAO BANK BEFORE 
REACHING THE SCENE. A MIXED FORCE OF BPP, NAVY, AND VDC 
WAS SENT TO BAN THA MAFEUNG BEHIND THE ISLAND. 

4. ONE PERSON ON THE THAI BOAT WAS KILLED. OTHER PERSONNEL, 

INCLUDING TWO WOUNDED SERIOUSLY AND TWO WOUNDED LESS SERIOUSLY, 

FINALLY GOT OFF THE BOAT AND MADE IT OVER THE CREST OF THE 
ISLAND AND TO THE THAI BANK. VARIOUS ATTEMPTS DURING THE REST 

OF THE DAY TO RETRIEVE THE BODY OF THE MAN KILLED WERE TURNED 
BACK BY LAO FIRE, HOWEVER. 

5. THE NONGKHAI GOVERNOR CLOSED THE BORDER AND CALLED FOR 
HELP. TWO TANKS AND TWO APC'S WERE SENT UP DURING THE NIGHT. 

6. AT 0400 NOV 18 THAI ARTILLERY (PERHAPS TANK GUNS) STARTED 
FIRING TOWARD THE LAO SIDE. HOWEVER, IT STOPPED WHEN THERE 
WAS NO LAO RETURN FIRE. AT 0600 A RTAF FAC PLANE BEGAN 
CIRCLING OVERHEAD. 

7. ABOUT 1000 TWELVE THAI MARINES WENT OVER THE CREST OF THE 
ISLAND TO TRY TO RETRIEVE THE BODY. THEY WERE STOPPED BY LAO 
MORTAR FIRE WHEN THEY WERE STILL 100 METERS FROM THE BOAT, AND 
ONE WAS WOUNDED. AT THIS POINT ALL KINDS OF WEAPONS ON THE 
THAI BANK OPENED UP- "LIKE A WAR MOVIE”. FIRE WAS RETURNED 
FROM THE LAO BANK, INCLUDING EXPLOSIVE SHELLS. HEAVY FIRING 
ON BOTH SIDES LASTED ABOUT HALF AN HOUR. THE RIVERSIDE VILLAGE 
OF BAN THA MAFEUNG, NOW DESERTED BY ITS INHABITANTS, WAS NOT 
DAMAGED BECAUSE THE LAO FIRE WAS COMING OVER THE VILLAGE AND 
LANDING IN RICE FIELDS BEHIND IT. 
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8. ABOUT 1010 TWO RTAF T-28'S STARTED 15-20 MINUTES OF 
STRAFING RUNS AGAINST THE LAO BANK. LAO ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS 
FIRED AT THE PLANES. AT 1200 TWO T-28'S FLEW OVER THE AREA 
FOR HALF AN HOUR. AT 1400 THERE WAS THE SOUND OF A JET 
CIRCLING OVERHEAD. 

9. DURING THE AFTERNOON NOV 18 THERE WAS NO MORE GUNFIRE. 

PUNDITS ON THE SCENE SPECULATED THAT THAI FORCES WOULD TRY TO 
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RETRIEVE THE BODY DURING THE NIGHT. 

10. QUITE A GALAXY OF THAI OFFICIALS WAS ON THE SCENE BESIDES 
THE GOVERNOR. PONGKASET NOTICED THE FOLLOWING: 

THE COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER (UP ON A TRIP) 

POLICE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
RTA THIRD DIVISION COMMANDER 
G-3, SECOND ARMY FORWARD 
13TH RCT COMMANDER 

OTHERS, SUCH AS THE 2ND ARMY COMMANDER AND THE BPP COMMANDER, 
ARE PROBABLY STILL WITH THE KING ON HIS NORTHEASTERN VISIT. 

1 1 . IF ANY SIZEABLE NUMBERS OF ARMY TROOPS WERE IN THE AREA, 

THEY WERE BEING KEPT BACK OUT OF SIGHT. FORCES IN EVIDENCE 
WERE MOSTLY POLICE, BPP, AND VDC. 

12. THAI PEOPLE IN THE AREA CHEERED AND ENCOURAGED THE THAI 
FORCES. AN OLDER LADY IN THA BO COLLECTED A SIZEABLE AMOUNT 
OF FOOD BY GOING AROUND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE SAYING THAT NOW 
WAS THE TIME TO SUPPORT THE TROOPS. 

13. THAI OFFICIALS SPOKE STRONGLY THAT THEY MUST RETRIEVE THE 
BODY FROM THE BOAT AND GAVE EVERY APPEARANCE OF DETERMINATION 
TO PERSEVERE UNTIL THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED. SOME SAID THAT THE 
DAMAGED HULK OF THE BOAT MIGHT BE ABANDONED. 

14. COMMENT: FROM THIS ACCOUNT IT APPEARS THAT THE ATTACK 

ON THE THAI BAOT WAS A DELIBERATE PLANNED AMBUSH, AT A LOCATION 
THAT GIVES THE LAO SIDE A TACTICAL ADVANTAGE. BIEGLOW 
WHITEHOUSE 
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